THE HOLY ROMAN- EMPIRE.

CHAP. xvn.

Beginning
of the Haps-
lurg in-
fluence in
Germany.

was the strongest of the German princes. The parallel
may be carried one step further. Just as under Otto and
lis successors the Roman Empire was Teutonized, so
now under the Hapsburg dynasty, from -whose hands the
sceptre departed only once thenceforth, the Teutonic
Empire tends more and more to lose itself in an Austrian
monarchy.

Of that monarchy and of the power of the house of
Hapsburg, Maximilian was, even more than Rudolf his
ancestor, the founderf. Uniting in his person those wide
domains through Germany which had been dispersed
among the collateral branches of his house, and claiming
by his marriage with Mary of Burgundy most of the terri-
tories of Charles the Bold, he was a prince greater than
any who had sat on the Teutonic throne since the death
of Frederick the Second. But it was as archduke of
Austria, count of Tyrol, duke of Styria and Carinthia,
feudal superior of lands in Swabia, Alsace, and Switzer-
land, that he was great, not as Roman Emperor. For
just as from him the Austrian monarchy begins, so with
him the Holy Empire in its old meaning ends. That
strange system of doctrines, half religious half political,
which had supported it for so many ages, was growing
obsolete, and the theory which had wrought such changes
on Germany and Europe, passed ere long so completely
from remembrance that we can now do no more than call
up a faint and wavering image of what it must once have
been.

For it is not only in imperial history that the accession

f The two immediately preceding
Emperors, Albert II (1438-1439)
and Frederick III, father of Max-
imilian (1439-1493), had been

Hapsburgs. It is nevertheless from
Maximilian that the ascendancy of
that family must be dated.